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Please pray for: Frank & Alice May Purcell (deceased)
Mass Times in St Benedict’s Church:
Sunday 3rd January 2021 – The Epiphany of the Lord
(Solemnity) (B)
Sunday, 03 Jan
10.30 am Solemn Mass
Sunday, 03 Jan
6.00 pm Young Adults Mass
Monday, 04 Jan
No Mass Weekday of Christmas Time
Tuesday, 05 Jan
No Mass Weekday of Christmas Time
Wednesday, 06 Jan No Mass Weekday of Christmas Time
Thursday, 07 Jan
No Mass St Raymond of Penyafort (O)
Friday, 08 Jan
No Mass Weekday of Christmas Time
Saturday, 09 Jan
No Mass Weekday of Christmas Time

Regular Confession Times in St Benedict’s Church:
Monday to Friday: 11.45 am – 12.30 pm (before 12.35 pm Mass)
Sunday: 5.30 pm (before 6.00 pm Mass)

Mass at St James’ Church,
Forest Lodge:
Saturday Vigil: 5.00 pm
Sunday: 8 am, 9.30 am & 11 am
Wednesday & Friday: 9.00am
Saturday (morning): 8.30am

Confession at St James’ Church
Saturday: 4.15pm - 4.50pm,
ahead of Vigil Mass
(No Confession on Sundays)

A VOCATION VIEW: ‘You are never too old to set another goal or dream a new dream!’
C.S .Lewis
Streaming of Sunday Mass – from St Benedict’s Church – 6pm – here’s this Sunday’s Mass link for

– The Epiphany of the Lord (3rd January 2021) – https://youtu.be/FW7dr1ieTGw

Lord, let this year be filled with the things that are truly good ;
with the comfort of warmth in our relationships; with the
strength to help those who need our help; and the humility and
openness to accept help from others. Amen.

Happy New Year!

Parish Priest: Fr. Dominic Murphy
Phone: 8204 4378 (office hours)
enquiries@stbenedicts.org.au
Entrance Antiphon:
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.
Communion Antiphon:
We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

The Epiphany of the Lord – the earliest Christmas feast, originating in the East in the third century and
passing to the West in the fourth century. Celebrates the divine ‘manifestation’ or ‘coming’. In the East, it
commemorates the baptism of the Lord and in the West, the visit of the Magi. The mystery of the incarnation
is now revealed to everyone in the world, represented by the wise men from foreign lands.

Saint Raymond of Penyafort – born at Penyafort near Barcelona (Spain) around 1175/1180, Raymond
became a priest of philosophy and canon law. He later joined the Dominicans and was a specialist in moral
theology and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Raymond also studied Arabic and the Koran, in order to be
able to dialogue with people of the Muslim faith. He wrote the rule for the Order for the Redemption of Captives
(to redeem Christian prisoners of the Muslims). Raymond died in 1275 and the Church declared him a saint
in 1601.
Summer Nights 2021 – the Summer Schools of Evangelisation have combined to run a program for young
people at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre in Varroville in January 2021. The retreat will feature excellent quality
talks and teaching, night sessions with praise and worship, drama, preaching, testimonies and prayer. Mass,
adoration and reconciliation are available each day. For more information or to register, please go to –
www.summerschool.org.au

Go Make Disciples – Launch of new Archdiocesan Mission Plan – On Saturday 12th December,
Archbishop Fisher launched our new Mission Plan – Go Make Disciples setting our direction and priorities
for years to come. Go Make Disciples Mission Plan brochures are available in the church, for everyone to
take home – please do not return the brochures to the back of the church – thank you for your cooperation!

wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.
‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they
asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod
heard this he was perturbed, and so was the
whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the
chief priests and the scribes of the people, and
enquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea’, they told him
‘for this is what the prophet wrote:
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
you are by no means least among the leaders
of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader
who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see
him privately. He asked them the exact date
on which the star had appeared, and sent them
on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about
the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found
him, let me know, so that I too may go and
do him homage.’ Having listened to what the
king had to say, they set out. And there in front
of them was the star they had seen rising; it
went forward and halted over the place where
the child was. The sight of the star filled them
with delight, and going into the house they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and falling
to their knees they did him homage. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts
of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they
were warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, and returned to their own country by a
different way.
■ The Gospel of the Lord.
A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL
Reproduction of this bulletin in any form prohibited. Published
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and
1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. are
used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms,
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins.
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout,
commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2020.
No 1859. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

the epiphany

SAVIOUR OF ALL PEOPLE
Today’s feast of the Epiphany is the only
Sunday in the three-year cycle in which the
readings remain exactly the same. That in
itself should lead us to take seriously Isaiah’s
summons to lift up our eyes, look around, and
see that all people are called to sing God’s
praises as equals.
Changing our point of view is not always
easy, and the process of seeing, understanding
and accepting the point of view of the other
person is challenging. What is really our
attitude to those who see the world differently
to ourselves?
The people of Israel were encouraged to see
themselves as the people specially favoured by
God. They had suffered much at the hands
of foreign nations who were more likely
to destroy their Temple than worship in it.
Isaiah’s entreaty to see the nations around
them as people who were also searching for
the living God required a significant change of
perspective.
Paul continues to develop Isaiah’s vision as he
seeks to open the eyes of Jewish Christians to
the fact that the mystery of God’s plan is now
revealed in Jesus Christ. Now the old barriers
which had existed between Jews and Gentiles
have been torn down. Now all people can
share in the same inheritance, promises, and
relationship with God. It is Matthew who gives
the forceful reminder that the first people to
recognise Jesus’ kingship were outsiders. It is
not only their presents but their presence that
provides a precious gift.

Christopher Monaghan CP

oF the
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FIRST READING
Isa 60:1-6
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The glory of the Lord shines upon you.
Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has
come,
the glory of the Lord is rising on you,
though night still covers the earth
and darkness the peoples.
Above you the Lord now rises
and above you his glory appears.
The nations come to your light
and kings to your dawning brightness.
Lift up your eyes and look round:
all are assembling and coming towards you,
your sons from far away
and daughters being tenderly carried.
At this sight you will grow radiant,
your heart throbbing and full;
since the riches of the sea will flow to you;
the wealth of the nations come to you;
camels in throngs will cover you,
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;
everyone in Sheba will come,
bringing gold and incense
and singing the praise of the Lord.
■ The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 71:1-2, 7-13. R. v. 11
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore
you.
1. O God, give your judgement to the king, /
to a king’s son your justice, / that he may judge
your people in justice / and your poor in right
judgement. R.
2. In his days justice shall flourish / and peace
till the moon fails. / He shall rule from sea to
sea, / from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R.
3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts /
shall pay him tribute. / The kings of Sheba
and Seba / shall bring him gifts. / Before him
all kings shall fall prostrate, / all nations shall
serve him. R.
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4. For he shall save the poor when they cry /
and the needy who are helpless. / He will have
pity on the weak / and save the lives of the
poor. R.

SECOND READING
Eph 3:2-3, 5-6
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians
The revelation means that pagans now share the same
inheritance, that they are parts of the same body.
You have probably heard how I have been
entrusted by God with the grace he meant
for you, and that it was by a revelation that I
was given the knowledge of the mystery. This
mystery that has now been revealed through
the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets
was unknown to any men in past generations;
it means that pagans now share the same
inheritance, that they are parts of the same
body, and that the same promise has been made
to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.
■ The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia! / We have seen his star
in the East; / and have come to adore the
Lord. / Alleluia!
GOSPEL
Mt 2:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.
We have come from the East to worship the King.
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some

