
 

 
 

                    

 
 104 Broadway (Cnr Abercrombie Street) 
 Chippendale  NSW 2008 (Est 1838) 
 www.stbenedicts.org.au   
 

  
Parish Priest: Fr. Dominic Murphy 

Phone: 8204 4378 (office hours) 
enquiries@stbenedicts.org.au 

 
 

Please pray for:  Frank & Alice May Purcell (deceased)  

Mass Times in St Benedict’s Church:  
Sunday 29th November 2020 – First Sunday of Advent (B)                                                                                                                                                                
Sunday, 29 Nov         10.30 am   Solemn Mass                                                          
Sunday, 29 Nov           6.00 pm   Young Adults Mass                                                  
Monday, 30 Nov        12.35 pm   St Andrew, apostle (Feast)                       
Tuesday, 01 Dec       12.35 pm   Tuesday, First Week of Advent                                                          
Wednesday, 02 Dec  12.35 pm   Wednesday, First Week of Advent 
Thursday, 03 Dec      12.35 pm   St Francis Xavier, priest (Memorial)               
Friday, 04 Dec           12.35 pm   St John Damascene, priest (Optional) 
Saturday, 05 Dec       No Mass   Saturday, First Week of Advent 
                                                                                                                                       

Regular Confession Times in St Benedict’s Church:                    
Monday to Friday: 11.45 am – 12.30 pm (before 12.35 pm Mass)                                                    
Sunday:  5.30 pm (before 6.00 pm Mass)   
 

Mass at St James’ Church, 
Forest Lodge:    
Saturday Vigil:  5.00 pm 
Sunday:  8 am, 9.30 am & 11 am                                                              
Wednesday & Friday:  9.00am 
Saturday (morning):  8.30am 
 

Confession at St James’ Church 
Saturday:  4.15pm - 4.50pm, 
ahead of Vigil Mass    
(No Confession on Sundays) 

 
 
 
  

 
A changing of the guard for SBAYA – St Benedict’s Association of Young Adults had its beginnings 
in the time of Fr Michael de Stoop and has had two fantastic presidents – Priscilla Liem was the first 
president and for the past four years, in the time of Fr Epeli and Fr Dominic, Varun Jose has served in 
this role. Many wonderful young people have been a part of SBAYA and just as in the past, SBAYA is 
a great group of people today. Varun has recently decided to pass on the SBAYA President baton, to 
take on other good works (and breathe a little ☺) and to provide the opportunity for other SBAYA 
members to serve as president. Varun will be here at Mass and says he’ll be on hand for help ☺ – so 
we’ll be seeing plenty of his warm and kind smile and heart! 
 
Priscilla and Varun, thank you for helping make SBAYA what it is and to all who have been by your 
side, thank you, too. You have all brought your own special character and talents to SBAYA and this 
has made SBAYA the truly impressive group it is. SBAYA has its own constitution and its members are 
elected to leadership roles. Last Saturday, 21st November, just ahead of the feast of Christ the King, 
SBAYA held its annual general meeting and Dominic Casanova was elected as the new SBAYA 
President. Many who attend Sunday night Mass will know Dominic who regularly serves on the altar. 
Dominic is a country boy from Wagga Wagga, now living in Sydney and studying for his Bachelor of 
Philosophy & Theology – he is the eldest of eight children! Michelle Oh, Augustine Chong, Alex Wong 
and Karl San Pedro, who serve on the altar and in St Scholastica’s (Sunday night) Choir, were also 
elected to other SBAYA leadership roles. With thanks and congratulations to you all. 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies 
exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 

Communion Antiphon:   
The Lord will bestow his bounty and our earth shall yield its increase.      

 
Christmas Masses at St Benedict’s 2020 

• Thursday 24th December – Christmas Vigil – 6pm 

• Friday 25th December – Midnight Mass of Christmas Eve 

• Friday 25th December – Christmas Day Mass – 10.30am 
Please note that there will not be an evening Mass on Christmas night 
 

Advent Programs 
Please see the church noticeboard for details of this year’s Shine event which is Virtual and being held 
on Saturday 12th December at 11am, Sydney time. Dr Scott Hahn is the guest speaker.  
 
Expect the Unexpected is a daily devotional (The Catholic Guy) to guide you through a life-changing 
Advent journey, full of real life stories and practical ways to become all that God has created you to be! 
To register go to – https://brucedownes.org.au/registerforadvent/ or email – info@brucedownes.org 
 
Streaming of Sunday Mass – from St Benedict’s Church – 6pm – Apologies that last Sunday’s Mass 
could not be streamed, but here’s this Sunday’s Mass link for – First Sunday of Advent (29th 
November 2020) – https://youtu.be/SDKZfMAcBc4 

 
Saint Andrew – was born at Bethsaida (Galilee). A fisherman and perhaps a disciple of John the Baptist. 

Introduced his brother, Simon Peter to Jesus and became one of the first to follow Christ. Mentioned a number 
of times in the Gospels, for example, in introducing some Gentiles to Jesus (John 12:20 ff). Widely venerated 
since ancient times and remembered as one of the Twelve who bore witness to the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus. 
 

Saint Francis Xavier – born at Xavier (Navarre) Spain in 1506, Francis was one of the first Jesuits. Though 

suffering from sciatica, he went to preach the Gospel in the Far East. For eleven years, in suffering and 
prayer, he brought the Gospel to India, Ceylon and Japan. He fell ill and died at the gates of China at age 46. 
He was canonised in 1662. 
 

Saint John Damascene – born at Damascus in 675, John was active in business before becoming a monk. 

A renowned theologian, he defended the practice of honouring icons of the saints. He is outstanding for his 
writings about the Blessed Mother. Three homilies he wrote about Mary’s Dormition are especially important 
in tracing the development of the doctrine of the Assumption. 
 
 

                                                                     
                                              

A VOCATION VIEW: It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of 

goodness and thus to open the door of hope. First Sunday of Advent – HOPE! 
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BATCH 52

THE CALL TO CONVERSION

As Advent begins, we set out once again to 
prepare our hearts for the great feast of God’s 
humble presence among us. Expectation and 
complacency, longing and listlessness, can 
all be found in our hearts as we prepare for 
Christmas. Today’s readings speak of our need 
for God’s presence and our thankful response 
of faithfulness.

The reading from Isaiah is a passionate plea 
for renewal and change. The people have 
been left to their own devices for too long. If 
God would only tear open the heavens and 
come down, the mountains would melt before 
God’s presence. Isaiah hopes that the hearts 
of the people of Israel should also melt so that 
God the great potter, could once more mould, 
shape, and breathe life into their hearts.

Paul’s perspective is one of thanksgiving for 
the gifts that have already been given as the 
community waits for the Lord’s return. Such 
gifts are given to sustain us as we wait for the 
moment when Jesus will finally be revealed in 
glory.

It is one thing to be grateful for blessings and 
gifts received but the Gospel calls us to take 
the next step of using these gifts faithfully. The 
parable of the master who leaves his servants 
in charge during his absence is as relevant 
today as in the days of Mark. It is important 
to note that each of the servants is entrusted 
with a task to be faithfully completed. As 
Advent begins each one of us is given the task 
of preparing our hearts and lives to welcome 
the Lord.

FIRST READING Isa 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Oh, that you would tear the heavens apart and 
come down.
You, Lord, yourself are our Father,
Our Redeemer is your ancient name.
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways
and harden our hearts against fearing you?
Return, for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your inheritance.
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and 
come down — at your Presence the mountains 
would melt.
No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but 
you act like this for those who trust him.
You guide those who act with integrity
and keep your ways in mind.
You were angry when we were sinners;
we had long been rebels against you.
We were all like men unclean,
all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing.
We have all withered like leaves
and our sins blew us away like the wind.
No one invoked your name
or roused himself to catch hold of you.
For you hid your face from us
and gave us up to the power of our sins.
And yet, Lord, you are our Father;
we the clay, you the potter,
we are all the work of your hand.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 79:2-3, 15-19. R. v. 4

R. Lord, make us turn to you, let us see 
your face and we shall be saved.
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us, / shine forth 
from your cherubim throne. / O Lord, rouse up 
your might, / O Lord, come to our help. R.

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, / look 
down from heaven and see. / Visit this vine 
and protect it, / the vine your right hand has 
planted. R.

3. May your hand be on the man you have 
chosen, / the man you have given your 
strength. / And we shall never forsake you 
again: / give us life that we may call upon your 
name. R.

SECOND READING 1 Cor 1:3-9

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians.
The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord.

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
send you grace and peace.
 I never stop thanking God for all the graces 
you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank 
him that you have been enriched in so many 
ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; 
the witness to Christ has indeed been strong 
among you so that you will not be without any 
of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting 
for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he 
will keep you steady and without blame until 
the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
because God by calling you has joined you to 
his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Ps 84:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 13:33-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Mark.
Stay awake! You never know when the Lord will 
come.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, 
stay awake, because you never know when the 
time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: 
he has gone from home, and left his servants in 
charge, each with his own task; and he has told 
the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, 
because you do not know when the master 
of the house is coming, evening, midnight, 
cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he 
must not find you asleep. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Stay awake!’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

First sunday oF advent / B 29 novemBer 2020

WELCOME AND THANK YOU

Today we welcome Fr Chris Monaghan CP as our 

reflection writer. Fr Chris is President of Yarra 

Theological Union, University of Divinity, where 

he teaches both Old and New Testament. In his 

reflection,  he will consider briefly each of the 

Scripture readings set down for the Sunday.

We are very grateful and thank Fr Brendan 

Byrne SJ, of the Jesuit College of Spirituality, 

University of Divinity, for his insightful reflections 

on the Gospels over the past three years.


