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Please pray for:

Frank & Alice May Purcell (deceased)
Mass Times: Sunday 24th May 2020 – The Ascension of the Lord
– Solemnity (A)
Sunday, 24 May
No Mass Solemn Mass
Sunday, 24 May
No Mass Young Adults Mass
Monday, 25 May
No Mass Our Lady Help of Christians (Solemnity)
Tuesday, 26 May
No Mass St Philip Neri, priest (Memorial)
Wednesday, 27 May No Mass St Augustine of Canterbury (Optional)
Thursday, 28 May
No Mass Thursday – 7th Week of Easter
Friday, 29 May
No Mass St Pius VI, pope (Optional)
Saturday, 30 May
No Mass Saturday – 7th Week of Easter

Regular Confession Times:

Monday to Friday: 11.45 am – 12.30 pm (before 12.35 pm Mass)
Sunday: 5.30 pm (before 6.00 pm Mass) (Not available at this time)

Parish Priest: Fr. Dominic Murphy
Phone: 8204 4378 (office hours)
enquiries@stbenedicts.org.au
Streaming of Sunday Mass – from St James’ Parish, Glebe – 5pm
Sunday Mass is now being celebrated by the Dominican community and streamed from St
James’ Parish in Glebe (Forest Lodge) at 5pm each Sunday. Here is the link to this
Sunday’s Mass – Ascension Sunday (24th May 2020) – https://youtu.be/mFF2-TJmTXA
Sunday Mass – is also televised by Channel Ten, every Sunday at 6am – this service is called
‘Mass for you at Home’ – and is televised from various Catholic churches around Australia.

The Ascension of the Lord – Ascension has always been a part of the joyful celebration of the fifty days
from Easter Sunday to Pentecost but was singled out for commemoration on the fortieth day (see Acts 1:3)
toward the end of the fourth century. The feast develops the glory of the resurrection by acclaiming the
exaltation of Christ as Lord of heaven and earth. It serves to prepare the Church, toward the end of the season
of Easter, for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
Today (Sunday 24th May) is World Communications Day – read Pope Francis’ full address - Google

World Communications Day 2020 & click on the Vatican website link – LIV World Communications Day 2020

Our Lady Help of Christians – the Virgin Mary has often been invoked in times of religious strife under
the title of Help of Christians. In thanksgiving for the release of Pope Pius VII from captivity in 1814, the feast
was established the following year on the anniversary of his restoration. The first Australian provincial synod
held in Sydney in 1844 placed the Church in Australia under Mary’s patronage invoked by the title, Help of
Christians. The solemn feast is an occasion to seek Mary’s help and protection for our Church and nation.

A VOCATION VIEW: ‘Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having the right
to do what we ought.’ – Pope Saint John Paul II – in honour of his 100th birthday – 18th May, 2020 –
born 18th May, 1920, Wadowice, Poland – died 2nd April, 2005, Apostolic Palace, Vatican City – buried
8th April, 2005, St Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City

Federal Government Announcement – re easing of restrictions for Places of Worship
Dear all, as you would undoubtedly be aware, the Federal Government has announced a slight easing of
restrictions, for places of worship, allowing ten people inside a church for prayer at any one time. The way in
which this may take place whilst coordinating the logistical requirements is still being decided. We will update
you as soon as possible in relation to this – thanks for your patience and understanding.
Honouring Mary in May – you are invited to participate in the Archbishop’s Rosary Relay. Nominate and
pray one decade of the Rosary with your family on a day of your choice this month. To read more and
nominate a day in May, please go to the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website – www.sydneycatholic.org
Virtual Pentecost Pilgrimage – the Archdiocese is an official sponsor of this virtual free pilgrimage which
runs until we celebrate Pentecost on Sunday 31st May. The pilgrimage is aimed at helping Catholics nurture
their faith in the lead up to Pentecost. Each Wednesday & Sunday, formative videos will be released for
registered participants to engage in online. Each set of videos will reflect on the Sunday readings of the week
with particular focus on the role of the Holy Spirit in our Church and world. To register, simply go to –
www.pentecostpilgrimage.com – and enter your details to receive a link to the videos, as released.

St Benedict’s now has its own Tap and Go Donation Point!
As a society, we’re using our plastic cards more and carrying cash less. For the convenience of
our ‘cashless’ parishioners, we have installed a Tap and Go Quest donation terminal, located at
the back of the church, on the right side. With a simple tap of your credit card (or mobile or watch)
you can contribute to our parish. Each ‘Tap’ is valued at $5 and is a NON tax-deductible
donation that supports the running, upkeep and maintenance of the parish. These donations are
regarded as part of the ‘Loose (or Second) Collection’. Please note: Visa or Mastercard are
accepted – and no receipts or refunds can be issued. You can tap multiple times if you wish to
donate more than $5. (Example: to donate $20, please tap four (4) times, as directed).

